
 


        
        You can display a site-wide message here!
    

        
        Please select a theme to preview on mobile
        1 2 3 4 5

    

    

    

    
        
            	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        
	
                            
                        


            	
                        Languages
                        	
                                English  
                            
	
                                Español 
                            


                    
	
	 Help
	
	 Pill Identifier
	
	 Quick Refill
	
	Locations / Hours
	
	Sign Up Today!
	
	 Login


        

    

    
        
        
        
            [image: Atlantic Pharmacy Logo]
        
        

        
        
            [image: Atlantic Pharmacy Logo]
        
        

        
        
            
                
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

         
        
            
                
                    
                

            

        

         

        
        
            
            
                Toggle Navigation
                
            
            
        

    


    
    
        
            	My Pharmacy
                                	About Us
	Services
	Specials
	Sign Up Today!
	New Patient
	Transfer Prescriptions
	New Prescriptions


                            
	Patient Resources
                                	Recent Health News
	Pill Identifier
	Drug Search


                            
	Stay Connected
                                	Recent News
	Photo Gallery
	Upcoming Events


                            
	
                                    
                                        COVID-19 Services
                                    
                                
	Contact
                                	Contact
	Locations / Hours
	Help


                            


        

    




    
    
        
            Patient Resources

            	Home
	Patient Resources
	Health News


        

    

    

    

        
    
        
            
                Get Healthy!


                 

                    
                        
                        
                            
                        
                    


                                        
                        Health News
                        Videos
                    


                
    
            

        
    
    
     
                
            
                
                    
                        
                        
                            
                            
                                [bookmark: article] 
                                [image: U.S. Heroin Use Nearly Doubled Over Two Decades]
                                
                                    	Posted February 11, 2020


                                    U.S. Heroin Use Nearly Doubled Over Two Decades

                                    
Nearly twice as many people in the United States used heroin in 2018 as did in 2002, a new government study shows. 


"I think the rise in heroin use is probably precipitated by prescription opioid abuse. People tend to move from prescription opioids to heroin because it's cheaper and easier to obtain," said Dr. Lawrence Brown Jr., an addiction treatment specialist. He's CEO of START Treatment and Recovery Centers in New York City, and wasn't involved in the new study.


During the same time period, deaths from heroin overdoses also jumped, from just under 2,100 deaths in 2002 to more than 15,000 deaths in 2018, according to background information in the study. 


Heroin is an illegal and highly addictive opioid, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The CDC has reported that those most at risk for heroin addiction include people addicted to prescription opioids; people addicted to cocaine, marijuana or alcohol; men; white people; people aged 18 to 25; and people living in urban areas. 


People who are addicted to prescription opioids may turn to heroin as a replacement drug if they have difficulty getting their prescriptions, Brown said. People usually start by smoking heroin, then snorting it, and finally injecting it to increase the high. 


Every day, an average of 130 Americans dies due to an opioid overdose (including heroin), the CDC said. 


Data for the latest study came from a national survey of adults aged 18 and older. More than 800,000 people responded during the 17-year study. 


The researchers found that: 
	Heroin use increased from 0.17% in 2002 to 0.32% in 2018.
	Heroin injections went up from 0.09% in 2002 to 0.17% in 2018.
	Heroin use disorder jumped from 0.10% in 2002 to 0.21% in 2018.



One possible bright spot: The researchers noted that the rise in heroin use appeared to plateau between 2016 and 2018.


The findings were published Feb. 11 in the Journal of the American Medical Association.


According to Dr. Soteri Polydorou, medical director of addiction services at Northwell Health in New Hyde Park, N.Y., "Findings such as these continue to support the importance of ensuring access to evidence-based medications utilized to treat opioid use disorder." 


Polydorou, who was not involved with the new study, noted that there are effective therapies, including medications to treat those with heroin addiction or other opioid disorders.  


"Patients open to considering treatment for an opioid use disorder should have prompt access to initiating and continuing treatment with the use of medications in various clinical settings, such as ambulatory clinics, emergency departments, inpatient settings, as well as when seeking treatment from specialty addiction services," Polydorou advised. 


Brown said there needs to be greater availability of medications to treat opioid addiction, as well as the medications to treat overdose. 


"We haven't come as far in providing treatment as we need to. It's not always easy to find an accredited program in your area. It's changing, but not fast enough," Brown said. 


The researchers -- from the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the U.S. National Institutes of Health -- said the findings point to the need for greater access to HIV and hepatitis testing and treatment, as well as for programs that provide free sterile needles. These viruses can be spread when people share needles. 


Medications that can treat opioid use disorder also need to be made more available, Dr. Beth Han of SAMHSA, and her colleagues said. And efforts to prevent opioid misuse and abuse need to be stepped up, too. 


More information


Learn the warning signs of drug use from the Partnership for Drug-Free Kids.

                                    SOURCES: Lawrence Brown Jr., M.D., M.P.H., CEO, START Treatment and Recovery Centers, New York City; Soteri Polydorou, M.D., medical director, addiction services, Northwell Health, New Hyde Park, N.Y.; Feb. 11, 2020, Journal of the American Medical Association

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to Atlantic Pharmacy site users by HealthDay. Atlantic Pharmacy nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

           
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Addiction
	Drug Abuse
	Drugs: Illicit
	Drugs: Misc.
	Heroin


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 















    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
	 
	   
    		 
    			  
    		 

	   

	


    
        
            
                
                    
                                        
                        
                            [image: Atlantic Pharmacy Logo]
                        

                                                        Only the best for your family!
 
                              
                    

                    

                    
                    
                        Site Navigation


                        	
                                    
                                        Patient Resources
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Stay Connected
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        COVID-19 Services
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Locations / Hours
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Privacy Policy
                                    
                                  


                    

                                        

                    
                    
                        Contact Us

                         
                        
                            Atlantic Pharmacy
788 Montgomery Avenue, Ocoee, FL 34761
 (888) 999-1111 -  (888) 958-2780
                                        [image: visa]
                                                                                [image: mastercard]
                                                                                [image: amex]
                                                                                [image: discover]
                                                                                [image: house]
                                                                                [image: giftcard]
                                        
Atlantic Pharmacy
1555 Boren Drive, Ocoee, FL 34761
 (407) 614-0050

                                        [image: visa]
                                                                                [image: mastercard]
                                                                                [image: amex]
                                                                                [image: discover]
                                                                                [image: house]
                                                                                [image: giftcard]
                                        
  
                        
                                            

                    
                

            
 
        


        
            
                
                                         
                        
                            2024 © All Rights Reserved.
                           Privacy Policy
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    


                    

                    
                

            
 
        

    
     
    
                                                                                                                                
